Katie Alexander: Third Place Winner
“Service Above Self” the Rotary’s Motto, is a very good motto to follow. The motto means to put people and animals before yourself, which applies to me in my daily life.

It applies to me by cooking for my family once a week, and for feeding my animals daily. I serve dinner at my church several times a month and volunteer as an acolyte many times a year. I enjoy giving my time to the homeless who visit our church twice a year. During their past visit, my mom and I painted the women’s nails! Once a month I go to the SPCA and give almost all the animals the love and attention they need to go to their new homes.

Serving others is a thing I love doing because, it makes me happy to see other people and animals happy. It makes me feel good about myself that I am doing something right. It sets a good example for my friends and the younger kids at my church and school to see me helping others.

The Rotary’s Motto is a very good motto. I think everyone should go by this motto to enrich their own lives as well as others.  I have learned it is sometimes hard to please others, but I try my best. It has also taught me to appreciate what I have, and that some people don’t.  I really like this motto and agree with everything it represents. 

Kaitlyn Campbell: Second Place Winner

Doing work meant for people other than yourself is what the Rotary club motto means. The motto “Service Above Self” to me means that the Rotary club does community service for the benefit of others, not them selves. I think this motto is a symbol of what community service means and a fraction of what the Rotary club wants to do.  They live by the satisfaction of helping others.

I live my this motto for a good piece of my life. Because I am in girl scouts, we are working with homelessness. To accomplish this, we work with homeless people. We have made lunches for churches that give shelter to the less furtune it. Learning about Caritas was another way we achieved our goal. Those lunches we made weren’t going to be eaten by us, and we weren’t going to enroll in Caritas. We did those activities to help others.

When I turned eleven, I didn’t want a pile of presents. All I wanted to do was help the animals around the world. Instead of all the guests bringing in elegant gifts, they all brought donation checks. When the party was over, I counted the money and we got $175.  Once the donation was made, I felt marvelous. All that money wasn’t going towards a makeup kit or a basketball. It was going someplace where it would make a difference.

The feeling “Service Above Self” can’t just be given. You have to achieve it. Even though the road to get there might be bumpy, it will be worth it. Putting other people’s needs before your own is very satisfying. You have never known gratification until you have put others before yourself. The Rotary Club has chosen a wonderful motto. I have decided to follow that motto as well.

Morgan Pauley: First Place Winner
The Virginia Rotary Club is a great organization that promises to put service above themselves. This means that it doesn’t matter if they want to do the job at hand. It’s more important to them that it needs to be done.

I am involved in many service projects. At church I help with making Fish Feed All bags that are a to-to- meal to give out if you see someone in need. I have also participated in the Hanover Christian Firewood Ministry. This group chops wood, stores it, and delivers it to people who are in need of firewood to heat their home or cook by.  I am also in Girl Scouts. We always take fun educational field trips, do cook fundraisers, and teach people in the community about the problems in our city and how to stop them.  Once we visited the Richmond SPCA and learn about how we could help the orphaned animals.  We also played with the cats and dogs! Another service project we do is go caroling for cans around Christmas.  Girl Scouts is a great way to help people and have fun while doing it. 


It is importantly that children are raised in an environment in which people follow the Rotary Club Motto. We should be selfless with our time and not think as much about ourselves. We need to be more generous as a nation and not think about as much about enjoyment but about what we could do to help our community, our nation, and the world.


What ever the challenge I always love to help. If the job is fun, then that is an added bonus. That is why the Virginia Rotary Club is super important and their motto is one that we should live by. 
