Gavin Bralley: First Place
I have to use the 4-Way Test many times in my life whether in sports, school, church or at home. It helps me tremendously to use the 4-Way Test in many life situations. I think we can make situations better and be better people if we used these questions more.

The first question, Is it Truth? Ever since I was little, my parents have always taught me to tell the truth. They made it clear to me that telling the truth is always the best solution. I believe that being an honest person is one of the best character traits.

The second question, Is it Fair to all Concerned? In school, during recess, people make unfair sports teams. When this happens, the team that is unequal doesn’t have as much fun. If the teams were made more fairly, people would have more fun at recess. Being fair to everyone creates a better place to live, work and play.

The third question, Will it build Good Will and Better Friendships? Before you speak or react to things, this is a good question to ask. My mom always says, “Does that build a person up or tear them down.” We should always strive to build others up with our words and actions. 

Finally, the last question, Will it be beneficial to all concerned? People ca be very self-centered. Looking at a situation through other peoples’ eyes can help us see if something is being done only for our own benefit or does it help others too. Being less selfish in decisions teaches us to help others first.

These questions can help you to lead a better life and make good decisions. I think these questions can be used in all areas in my life.

Dianna Sherrod: Second Place
The Rotary Club 4-Way Test is an excellent way to help make decisions in my life. When I am making a decision, I keep these words in the back of my head: truth, fairness, goodwill, better friendships and being beneficial to others.

Is it the truth? When I make a decision, you have a choice whether to be honest or to tell a lie that could get you into trouble.

Is it fair to all concerned? You have to be nice and show respect. You have to remember to treat others the way you want to be treated. If you want to make good friends in life, you have to be fair and show respect. 

Will it build good will and better friendship? You have to think, will this person be my friend much longer if I say this? Is it nice? You have to ask yourself these questions in order to have long lasting friendships. Sometimes people aren’t nice, but you still need to say something nice back. You have to be a loyal, caring, nice kind of friend if you want people to like you.

Will it be beneficial to all concerned? You have to think about whether the outcome of the situation will be good. Does whatever you are doing have a positive outcome? What should you do when it has a negative outcome? 

When you use the 4-Way Test during a touch situation in life, no matter how big or small, you can make great choices in life. The 4-Way Test is a great way to make decision throughout life. 

Lexi Johnson: Third Place
When I first started this project, I had no idea what the Rotary Club was or what the 4-Way Test was. So, my Dad and I talked about it and did some research to find out.

The Rotary 4-Way Test is made up of 24 words that define concepts to help you in everyday life. The test consists of 4 questions that you ask yourself before you think, say or do anything when you’re with your neighbors, friends, or classmates.

The first question is, “Is it truth?” If you are honest with people, they will trust you, and you’ll have a better chance of being recognized as a good friend.

The second question is, “Is it fair to all concerned?” Fairness ames people feel better and it will make me want to be fair because I want to make people feel good.

The next question is, “Will it build good will and better friendships?” If you’re friends think you’re being honest with them, they’ll trust you even more. If you’re nice to your classmates, it will strengthen your friendships with them.

The final question is, “Will it be beneficial to all concerned?” If everyone sees a benefit, it reduces the chances of conflict.

Now that I understand what the test is all about, I can use it in my daily life. It will help me be nicer to people, help others, and make the world a better place.  

